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Attn: Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
C/O Russell Reichelt
Townsville head office
2-68 Flinders Street, PO Box 1379
Townsville QLD 4810, AUSTRALIA
info@gbrmpa.gov.au
Re: Open Letter regarding Dredge Spoil Dumping Permit for Abbot Point expansion
project
The Cairns and Far North Environment Centre (CAFNEC) is the peak environment organisation for
Far North Queensland region. CAFNEC is a non-profit, community organisation that has been
operating for over 30 years with the aim of encouraging the community to value, protect and
restore the natural environment.
While Abbot Point is outside of our usual geographic area of interest we write to formally raise our
significant concerns with the recently approved dumping of dredge spoil from the Abbot Point
expansion. We understand that Minister Hunt has granted permission for ocean dumping of dredge
spoil, even though the specific location in which dumping can occur remains open to further
investigation.
We understand that GBRMPA is about to make a decision on whether or not to grant a permit to
dump spoil into marine park waters.
As the Authority would be aware there are a range of negative environmental impacts associated
with suspension of sediment, nutrients and toxins associated with dredging and dumping of spoil,
including impacts on habitats and species of concern such as seagrass and coral reef and dugong
and turtle. The existing and future cumulative impacts of the maintenance dredging, shipping and
other impacts on the reef should be considered when deciding if approval for this capital dredging
program spoil dump in GBRMP waters should be allowed. It is time to set a precedent that no new
capital dredge spoil dumping should be allowed in or adjacent to GBR waters.
GBRMPA has worked for so many years to protect the Great Barrier Reef for future generations.
We strongly urge GBRMPA, as the body charged with protecting our reef for all, to reject this
permit.
Sincerely,

Josh Coates,
Marine Programs Officer
Cairns and Far North Environment Centre (CAFNEC)

