

















CANA - Climate Action
Network Australia

The Climate Action Network (CAN) is an
international organisation, which has
been in existence for over 10 years. With
over 280 groups in 70 different countries
- Australia CAN was late coming on board
- but is now in a strong group with over
25 groups from across Australia.
CAFNEC joined CANA early this year and
attended the inaugural meeting in
Canberrain September.

The goal of CAN Australia (CANA) is to
promote government and individual
action to limit human-induced climate
change to ecologically sustainable levels.
CANA believes that Australia should be
the world leader in: Phasing out the use
of fossil fuels and shifting to a renewable
energy future; developing an Australian
manufacturing industry for renewable
(eg. Wind, solar) energy technologies;
ratifying the Kyoto Protocol; and
introducing national greenhouse
legislation that sets clear targets to cut
greenhouse pollution. Unfortunately, up
until now, the federal government has
failed to take a whole-of-government
approach and lead a national action plan.
If you want to find out more about CANA
- please call into the Environment Centre.

ENVIROFIESTA ‘99:

- what a bonanza
by Sue Hayes

Nicole and | would like to say an
absolutely bloomin huge THANK YOU to
everyone that supported Envirofiesta. It
was a great success with over 60 market
stalls and at least 2000 people attending
the event. You can all feel proud that you
were invaluable in helping CAFNEC to
make a profit of aprrox. $5000, with
nothing but positive feedback from the
community. I'm certainly glad its over
though and can have a life back!

Keep recycling and spread the green
word.

Land Clearing - Over 1,000 ha a day are going...

by Nicky Hungerford

Land clearing in Queensland is the most
significant environmental issues we are
facing. With in excess of 1000 ha a day
being cleared, the government is still
dithering on making one of the most
significant environmental decisions of
this decade.

As we go to press - the government is
deciding in Cabinet whether they should
bring in regulations for clearing land of
freehold land. If this urgent issue is not
addressed before the end of this
parliamentary sitting, it will be a
minimum of 3 months wait till they sit
again and that equates to at least
90,000ha being cleared. This estimate is
based on the land clearing rates of 1997 -
as many of you have noticed there is
heightened activity with panic clearing.
Bulldozers working to the maximum.
Every week, CAFNEC receives numerous
calls about areas going under the blade
due to panic clearing. This week alone
has been 5 calls!!!.

The State Government is attempting to
reach a consensus position, which of
course is taking some extensive
negotiations. What is needed
immediately is decisive leadership by
Beattie and his government. It is essential
that the government provide a strong
financial incentive package and a good
communication package, as
misconceptions on what is happening in
the bush need to be sorted out. We need
to halt this drastic increase in panic
clearing on freehold land before it is too
late.....

Dugong Update:
by Leane Makey

In the last 11 months there have been

over 60 dugong deaths in the Great
Barrier Reef region. The cause of death
for the majority of dugongs was not
determined due to the advanced state of
decomposition. The number of dugong
deaths have not declined over the last 2
years since the implementation of the
Dugong Protection Areas and continue to
occur at such alarming rates.

Deaths of baby or
juvenile dugongs
have been reported
(eg. Starke River
and Cleveland Bay,
Townsville) which

is of great concern.

The cause of death™ ag)?
for these baby '
dugongs have been
related to disease,
malnutrition.

fishing, and

Due to the present status of dugongs in
the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage
Area (GBRWHA) any further deaths
seriously jeopardise the population.
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Scientists have predicted that non-
natural deaths greater than 1 in the
GBRWHA is not a sustainable level to
maintain a healthy dugong population
within the GBRWHA. These marine
mammals are currently listed as
endangered under IUCN legislation and
the Queensland Nature Conservation Act
due to the present population levels and
degradation of habitat.

It must be recognised that the dugong
was one of the major reasons for the
establishment of the GBRWHA under the

World Heritage Commission. In addition,
Australia is the threshold for the worlds
dugong population as a result of local
depletion of dugong populations
throughout its global distribution. If
Australia can not maintain a healthy
dugong population the species will
rapidly become extinct on all scales.



DRAFT AQUACULTURE POLICY

by Leane Makey \% %
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Due to increased concern over the o 2

rapid expansion of the aquaculture :
industry in Queensland, especially . ez 2 B
prawn farming, CAFNEC has a8, e, .. G, . 5

formed a draft aquaculture policy. The details of this policy are as follows, however if

you require the background information that goes with the policy please contact
CAFNEC for a copy of the complete policy document. The policy can also be viewed
on our web site at: www.cafnec.org.au.

As a Cairns and Far North Environment Centre member you can be involved in the
final drafting of this policy, so please forward any comments on to CAFNEC as soon as
possible. Ageneral meeting will be held in the new year on new CAFNEC policies.

CAFNECs policy:

I).That all aquaculture proposals (ie hatcheries and grow-out) require full
environmental impact assessments, undertaken by independent evaluators, which
takes into account regional cumulative impacts, indirect and direct impacts, and
investigates:

a). criteria stated in the "ANZECC Guidelines and Criteria for determining the
need for and level of EIA in Australia
II).That prawn/fish/other crustacean aquaculture farms should be approved if they
meet the following conditions:

a). the aquaculture farm uses a closed system, (ie fully recycles all wastes) or
abiological filtration system prior to discharge entering surrounding environment

i). existing farms convert from open to closed systems by 2002 or,

utilise settlement ponds or other (biological) filtration systems

b). the construction does not involve the clearing of native vegetation of the
ecosystems listed as 'threatened' and 'of concern' or riparian or below High Water
Mark.

c). the construction does not disturb acid sulphate soils or potential acid
sulphate soils

d). stocking rates are set which minimise the possibility of disease

e). thefeed is not to be sourced from the oceans

f). only species endemic to the region are farmed
II). If Il cannot be met a moratorium on aquaculture authorities be implemented
IV). That environmental audits are performed by an independent third party
V). That Environmental Certifications are approved once Environmental Management
Systems (EMS) are implemented. CAFNEC endorses ISO 14000 which is a
monitoring and management system that provides a continuous cycle of
improvement. Such Programs are financially viable by the industry and are
scientifically satisfying to the academic community (see below).
VI). Thataquaculture should not be viewed as a replacement of wild stocks.

Recommendations:

CAFNEC recommends that:

Recognising that aquaculture if done in a way that is ecologically sustainable may be
able to reduce the pressure on wild stocks,
the state and federal governments facilitate research into closed systems of
aquaculture
the state government reviews all existing permits for aquaculture farms and tightens
conditions to ensure ecological sustainability
the state government repeals all injurious affections provisions which may hinder
local governments from preventing aquaculture developments
legislative provisions be implemented under the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Act to
regulate aquaculture which will require a permission from the Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority to pollute the GBRMP.

NEW BOTANIC
GARDENS PROPOSED

by John Beaseley

Mareeba has been selected as the site
for establishing 'The Australian National
Tropical Botanical Gardens'. Presently
there are no Class 1 botanical gardens in
Australia north of Sydney, leaving the
tropical half of Australia without the
research and education facilities that go
with such an institution. Botanic Gardens
are also important community resources,
attracting both local people and tourists.

Mareeba is well situated for such
gardens, being within the dominant
Wet/Dry Tropics belt of Northern
Australia, and close to major Wet Tropics
areas. It already possesses a branch of
the Queensland Herbarium, and is
convenient to the CSIRO Tropical Forest
Research Centre in Atherton. Most
importantly, a large area of suitable land
exists within the tow boundaries, centred
on Granite Creek and the Barron River,
zoned as open space, and already many
tree species have been planted within
this area.

The next critical step in establishing such
a resource is to gain the support of both
Federal and State Environment Ministers
for the proposal. An active group has
been established to promote the concept
and it is hoping for such support in the
near future.

[More information on this proposal will
appear in the next issue of Ecotone.]




The $50,000 Question ...

How will we spend it ?
by Mellissa Nursey-Bray

Have you ever danced out into the rain,
laughing hysterically and enjoying getting
absolutely, deliciously saturated after
months of heartburning drought? And
afterwards being unable to resist watering
the garden, or having that longer shower
despite knowing the long term water
situation is still very grim? [ have- and
that's exactly how | felt when told
CAFNEC had recently been donated
$50,000!!!

This gift to CAFNEC is a double gift. Firstly,
it is a financial boost which, if used wisely
will be worth much more than its initial
value. But also, as a reflection of one
person's commitment, not only to the
environment, but belief in CAFNEC's
work. Our heartfelt thanks to the donor.

What could we not do with $50,000?
We're invincible now! Our worries are
over.....NOT LIKELY. The reality is more
sobering.. But we need to be really
strategic as to its use. It does not mean we
can stop fundraising. It does not mean we
all rush out and splash out on extras. We
must use this gift to ensure that its value
adds to the organisation. CAFNEC'S
greatest need is obtaining long term
financial security in order to achieve long
term gains for the environment. The real
question then is, how do we use $50,000
to help us to achieve that objective? As
any organisation is as good as its
membership, we throw the question
open to you... What do you think? If you
have any ideas on how to expend this
money - please give us a call.

Equally, if you have a large sum of money
available to allocate please consider us.
This is not a flippant request- money given
to organisations like CAFNEC helps
facilitate and forge real and important
changes for the environment.

Finally, as Christmas and the wet season
(in all its humid glory) approaches: and
you bend your mind to what you're going
to get for whom, spare a thought for us...
and for those in drought stricken areas.
Remember how much one drop of water
contributes to the environment- and how
good it can make you feel.

And do let us know in what direction
you think we should spend this
money.

Overview of one of CAFNEC’S member groups:-

KURANDA ENVIROCARE Inc.

by John Beasley

Kuranda Envirocare developed from the

amalgamation of a Landcare group
formed by Howard Stevens in 1993, and
an environment association which was
started by Jax Bergersen in Kuranda in
1996. In 1999 it is the largest community
organisation in Kuranda, with over 200
members, representing about 5% of the
population of the area.

The original Landcare group was very
successful in tree planting in the Kuranda
area, with good community support, but
had a generally narrow focus. Kuranda
Envirocare is remarkable for the breadth
of its involvment in local and wider issues,
and for its ability to include people who
would not normally consider
membership of an environmental group.

The largest project undertaken by the
group has been the rehabilitation and
preservation of the Envirolink wildlife
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Barron Falls after flood. The Barron River Catchment area is of high
concern to the Kuranda Envirocare group. Extensive tree planting has

has allowed Kuranda Envirocare to make a
significant contribution to the
preservation of this large (about 10
square kilometers) environmental
corridor.

To date this project has involved

. vegetation and wildlife surveys in the
area

. tree planting (utilising local volunteers
and two Green Corps groups) on crown
land near the Barron River, where
rainforest connectivity was missing.

.weed control of the same area.

. contacting landowners in the corridor
area.

. tree planting by local volunteers on
private land within or adjacent to the
corridor.

. construction of shade house facilities
for seedlings

. acquisition of equipment for use in
planting and maintaining forest plots

. gaining environmental protection for
state owned lands in the corridor. (A block
about to be sold by Main
Roads adjacent to the
Kennedy Highway has
been retained, and other
blocks near the Barron
River are currently being
considered for an
environmental park.)

To provide a physical base
and potential income
support for the
organisation, Kuranda
Envirocare took over the

e

taken place near the Barron River, providing connectivity between running of a shop in the

rainforestfragments.

corridor. Kuranda is situated west of a
narrow section of the Wet Tropics World
Heritage area, which is dissected from
west to east by the Barron gorge at this
point. Besides the physical barrier to
wildlife movement presented by the
gorge, there has been considerable
alteration to native vegatation along the
railway which follows the southern edge
of the gorge. Urban expansion at the
mouth of the gorge, and the village of
Kuranda above the Barron Falls further
restrict wildlife movement, and it was
realised that the main linkage from North
to South was the remnant belt of
rainforest to the West of Kuranda.
Substantial funding from the Natural
Heritage Trust (approaching $200,000)
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Rainforest Resort near
Kuranda, and has established its office
there, which is manned each day. A large
display area in the entrance to the Resort,
funded by the Wet Tropics Management
Authority, with much of the work done by
local artists, plus a large aerial photo map
of the area, provides a focus for visitors,
who can access more detailed maps and
information on display or for sale in the
shop. A display trailer has been built and
is being fitted out to take the
environmental message to other venues.

Envirocare's involvement in the
Cassowary Recovery Program has
involved close cooperation with
cassowary research in the area, and
liaison with other cassowary groups in
Mission Beach and the Daintree area. The
Continued next page..



Continued fromp. 9

individual ranges of adult cassowaries
have been mapped and monitoring
continues.

Involvement in the Wet Tropics Feral Pig
Trapping program has provided a service
to landowners with pig (and peacock)
problems, and provided meat for export
and the occasional local BBQ.

Concerns over sand extraction from the
Barron River at Big Sands has led
Environcare to fund a geomorphological
study of the area, and a cooperative plan
for management of this resource has been
developed with other stakeholders. More
recently Environcare has been working
with Stanwell Corporation to explore the
sand build-up upstream of the Kuranda
weir, and exploring ways to release sand if
appropriate to replenish the Northern
beaches.

Members of the management committee
are active in other community and
environmental groups, including the
Integrated Catchment Management of
the Barron River, the Natural Resource
Management (Wet Tropics) Association,
CAFNEC, the Integrated Transport Study
for Kuranda Range, community
development of an award winning
Development Control Plan for Kuranda
Environs, and others.

The organisation aspires to achieve its
objectives through education,
cooperation and participation, rather than
confrontation, and so far much has been
achieved with this approach.
Inappropriate planning decisions in the
area have been challenged, though, in
theCourts if necessary, and again with
success.

Meetings are well attended, with guest
speakers providing informative and often
entertaining input most months.
Members are encouraged to become
involved in running meetings, with a
rotating chairman's role. Kuranda
Envirocare is an incorporated body and
recently achieved registration as a
charitable body for the purpose of
receiving donations. Many hours of
volunteer work have been provided in
tree planting, in the office and shop, and
in the host of other activities that occur.

KURANDA RANGE ROAD UPDATE

John Beasley

The Kuranda Range Road study has been

driven by two different imperatives. The first
was to research the potential corridors and
costs to permit future urban expansion of
Cairns to be accommodated near Kuranda as
suggested in the FNQ 2010 plan. The second
was the knowledge that the existing road was
fast approaching congestion, and that
whatever the outcome of the 2010 process the
road would need upgrading soon to
accommodate existing population growth and
to allow more efficient movement of freight on
the Kennedy Highway, meaning the road
would need to be upgraded to a standard to
permit the use of B Doubles, currently not
allowed for safety reasons.

In August draft studies relating to transport
options and terms of reference were released
for comment. Eighteen possible corridors
were identified and costed. Some options have
been ruled out due to unsuitable location
(Quaid Road, Davies Creek Road) and others,
such as rail, have been shown as inadequate to
meet the likely urban transport needs of the
area.

Four population growth scenarios were
developed. The first envisages no urban
growth in the Kuranda area, but the existing
Mareeba Shire Strategic Plan would allow
substantial rural residential development near
Myola, resulting in a long term population
increase from about 4,000 people at present to
over 13,000 people eventually in the Kuranda
area. It is a measure of the poor quality of
Mareeba Shire's planning that virtually nothing
is planned in the way of infrastructure for this
potential population - no space for shopping
centre, community facilities, sporting and
recreational areas, and so on.

Growth is expected to be slow until 2016,
when itis estimated that shortage of land in the

on transport efficiency grounds. Assumptions
that available funding is likely to be $40m per
year over 10 years also would rule out the full
tunnel options, which would require close to
double that funding to build. A four lane
surface route with some tunneling and
bridging which might improve wildlife
connectivity seems to be the preferred option
at present. However, all corridor options are
seen as indicative only, and could change
considerably as more detailed studies are
done.

Scenario 2, which allows nodal urban
development at Myola, would allow a higher
ultimate population of about 21,000 people in
the Kuranda area. The exact size of the urban
component is not stated, and needs to be
clarified. The same corridor options are
considered, with similar outcomes to Scenario
1. The only real difference is that under
Scenario 2 the upgraded road would have
already reached capacity once the proposed
population level had been reached.

Scenarios 3 and 4 envisage urban
development at Clohesy as well as Myola, with
final Kuranda area populations of 40,000 and
63,000 respectively. A combination of central
and northern corridors is proposed, one of
which is likely to be a tunnel. Scenario 4, which
is not based on the 2010 plan, envisages a
southern tunnel option. All scenarios assume
similar four lane upgrading of the existing
route to cater for growth over the next 10 years
or so.

Three things are missing from this whole
exercise. First, there is no real assessment of
the likely costs of other options for growth for
Cairns. While the cost of corridors to service
urban expansion at Myola and Clohesy is likely
to exceed a billion dollars, there is no
comparable cost for environmentally
unacceptable developments such as at East
Trinity, or the loss of the sugar industry to allow
expansion south of Cairns. Secondly, there is
apparently no political will to look at the long

Cairns area would increase the growth near
Myola. The final population is expected to be
reached by 2036. Only the northern and
central corridor options were considered
appropriate for this development, and six
options were given detailed consideration.
The tunnel option appears to have been
effectively ruled out in two ways. It is stated
that the operating costs alone ($3.5m/year)
would make a full tunnel option unjustifiable
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term options and make provision for longer
term growth. The high up-front cost of major
tunnels, and the need to spend this total
amount before the route is useable, means
that it is politically more palatable to spend
smaller amounts on progressive upgrading,
rather than commit the necessary funds for a
tunnel now, even if that might produce the
better outcome. Thirdly, despite the huge
effort which has gone into consultation, the
proposals are so rubbery that none of the
stakeholders can have any firm assurances
about the final outcome.



Peter Hitchcock and John Beasley,
representing environment groups on the
Community Reference Group, have made
submissions expressing their concerns over
the draft studies. Environmentalists cannot be
expected to endorse an outcome which
predicts "an optimum solution in terms of
environmental, social and economic benefits
is achieved." What is optimum for one can be a
disaster for another. There is also concern that
the favoured ten year development option
may see a net loss to the environment during
the first five year stage, with the promised
environmental benefits of the second stage
perhaps never realised. The least we can
demand is that there be a clear commitment to
a positive nett outcome for the environment
no matter what option or stage is being
considered. This is yet to be achieved.

NEWS IN BRIEF

New Coordinator

CAFNEC would like to welcome the new
Coordinator - Henry Boer. He will be
starting on the 20" of December. Henry
will bring to this job a wide range of skills
and lots of enthusiasm - we all wish him
luck.

CAFNEC’s Annual Report

If you would like a copy of CAFNEC's
Annual Report - Please phone, write or
email Nicky or Marie and we will send it to
you.

Computers,

Everywhere...

CAFNEC received a Gaming Machine
Grant that has given us enough money to
buy 2 new computers; software as well as
things like filing cabinets, guillotines and
binders. After a year of crashing
computers and burning out screens, we
are looking forward to a technologically
stress-free New Year.

Computers

Environmental Defenders Office (NQ)
has kindly loaned us their scanner which
again will save us lots of time and money
and we can start scanning our newspaper
articles and archiving them.

WANTED

With the wet season upon us and things
warming up, CAFNEC is now desperate
for fans. Some of our office space has
fans, but with the increase in volunteers
and now enough computers to go round,
we need 2 fans to help keep us cool.
Cominos House is an excellent space and
is relatively cool, but some of those hot
sticky days is definitely fan time. If you can

help, please ring Nicky at Cafnec or drop
in. Thanks very much!

Calenders

Get the penultimate gift for the new year -
$5 at Cafnec designed by the very
talented Nicole Hunter

Gift Certificates for

membership

Stuck for Christmas ideas!! How about
giving a membership to your friends and
family. We will send them a card
informing them of your gift. Please note
on the membership form what you would
like as a message and the full membership
details. Ring CAFNEC for further
information.

New Addition to the Cafnec
family

Nicole Hunter and Gavan McFadzean are
the proud parents of a beautiful girl called

Olive Faith. Congratulations from all at
CAFNEC.

The office will be closed.....
CAFNEC will be closed from Christmas
Eve till 3" of January 2000. The office will
then be open from Monday to Friday
10am to 4pm. Everyone at CAFNEC
wishes you a great festive season and a
very green New Year!!!!

General Meetings

CAFNEC has decided to standardise our
general meetings and they will be the first
Wednesday of every even numbered
month. 2™ Feb; 5" April; 7th June; 2™
August; 4" October; 6" December. The
AGM will be the 22™ September. All
meetings will be held in Rose Bank Gallery
here at Cominos house. Starting at 6pm.
So mark your diaries.

Web Site

Tune into www.cafnec.org.au and see our
updated web site. Sid Walker has been
working on this for a few months. Look
outfor the launch in the early new year

Need info on the new
“Commonwealth Environment
Protection & Biodiversity
Conservation Act 19997 ?

Call the EDO-NQ on 4031 4766 or E-Mail
on edonq@internetnorth.com.au

Also: Fantabulous “Intergrated Planning
Act Planning Scheme Guides for the
Community”- untangle that planning
scheme web! Contact EDO-NQ on the
above number.
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Cairns City Council now has a
local law for vegetation protection, but
NOTHING is protected unless placed on
the register. That will require a
nomination for each significant tree or
group of trees or area of vegetation. That
in turn requires action from us, or the
council will say, "We thought they weren't
really interested". Nomination forms from
Rachel Small (40443528) who has offered
to talk to interested groups.

Southern Transport Study
The Draft Report for "Options from
Southern Cairns Transport Study" will be
available for comment from the 15" of
November to 13th December at 14 offices
and may be purchased on CD for $50. The
Community Reference Group was told
that one option would be recommended.

Arguing another option will involve
extracting information from the
abundance in the Report to make the
alternative case. Contact Bryan Law
(40521563) if you are particularly
interested in public transport options.

ECOTONE

Is the newsletter of the Caims & Far
North Environment Centre (CAFNEC).
Ecotone is published every three
months and sent to over 300 readers.

Reader conftributions, including
letters, are very welcome; content
is subject to the editor's discretion.

Views expressed in Ecotone are not
necessarily those of the CAFNEC
as a whole.

CAFNEC Management Committee:

President: Leane Makey
Vice-Pres.: Jonathon Metcalfe
Secretary: 77
Treasurer: Michael Bryan
Committee Member:  Jann Crase
Com. Member: Peter Buosi

Com. Member; John Beasley

Com. Member: Steven Nowakowski

Com. Member: Sue Hayes
CAFNEC Staff;

Coordinator: Henry Boer
Administrator; Marie Short

ph: 07 4032 1746

fax: 07 4053 3779

email: mail@cafnec.org.au
address: PO Box 323N,

North Cairns, Qld 4870

Web address: www.cafnec.org.au

Edited and designed by Steven
Nowakowski with editorial assistance
from Nicky Hungerford




IMPORTANT DATES:
December

5th - tree planting - Cairns Central Swamp

9th - General Meeting and Slide Show - Land Clearing
16th - BBQ Xmas Party

January

1st - the New Millenium...

February
2nd - General Meeting

- X-MAS Party/ BBQ
@ 16th December - 7pm -Rose Bank Gallery,

CHRISTMAS] | Cominos House and Terraces

BYO meat and vege burger and everything (though some
food and drink will be provided) Bring your family and
friends for a great relax in a beautiful setting.

COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for the next Ecotone is the 15th Feb..
Please send or email article or letters to
CAFNEC, (with graphics if you have them).

OUR MEMBERS ARE OUR LIFEBLOOD!

USE THIS FORM TO JOIN CAFNEC OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

NOME v, AJAIESS 1vviiiiiii Post Code ................
(H) oo, (W) o, EMQl v,
Membership type Family $35 Individual $25 Concession $15
(Please circle)
Payment Method Cheque Money Order Credit Card
(Please circle) Note: Cheques and money orders should be made payable to CAFNEC
If Credit Card Bankcard Mastercard Visacard
(Please circle)
Card No. / / / Cardholder NOmMe ..o,
SIGNATUIE L.vviiv Expiry Date /

Post to CAFNEC, PO Box 323N, North Caims, 4870 (extra membership forms are available from our office)
WHY NOT GIVE A GIFT MEMBERSHIP FOR X-MAS!

If undelivered return to:

CAFNEQC, PO Box 323N, SURFACE POSTAGE
North Cairns, Qld 4870 O: AIDG

ph: 07 4032 1746

fax: 07 4053 3779

Print Post Aprroved
PP434004/0054
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