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Management Committee and Staff (as at 30 June 2014) 

 

 

Management Committee 

President:   Andrew Picone 

Vice President:   Sarah Hoyal 

Secretary:   Ellen Weber 

Treasurer:   Michael Bryan 

Ordinary Members:  Andre Grant, Brynn Mathews, Stuart Worboys 

 

 

Staff 

Director - Angelika Ziehrl 

Marine Programs Coordinator - Josh Coates 

Sustainability Programs Coordinator - Mindi Tonak 

Marketing & Promotions Officer, Far North Wilderness Bike Tour - Mindi Tonak 

Office Administrator - Marie Short 

 

 

 

 

Funding Acknowledgement 

 

The Cairns and Far North Environment Centre Inc. (CAFNEC) is principally funded through memberships, 

donations and fundraising events. However in recent years we have also received funding from the 

Queensland and Federal Governments. 

 

In 2013-2014, the State Government granted us funding of $50,000 from their Non-Government 

Conservation Funding Program (2014-2015). We also received $25,000 from the Federal Government 

under their Grants to Voluntary Environment, Sustainability and Heritage Organisations (GVESHO) 

program. Unfortunately we have received advice that there will be no further funding available under 

GVESHO as the Government has decided to abolish the program. 

 

 

 

We gratefully acknowledge the support of these agencies.  
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ Report  2013-2014      Andrew Picone 

 

CǊƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǎǘŀƴŘΣ L ǎŜŜ /!Cb9/ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ 
be part of the CAFNEC team. Like any organisation, our strength is people. 

In January this year we bade farewell to Anna McGuire who was our coordinator for just over 12 months 
which followed several years as a valued team member in both voluntary and paid positions. 

January 2014 also saw us welcome Angelika Ziehrl into the role of Director. With a regional background 
in State Government, Angelika brought to CAFNEC a much valued insight into legislation and 
departmental process. 

Over the last 12 months I have had the good fortune of 
working closely with Angelika in responding to the 
Cape York Regional Plan, liaising closely with other 
environmental organisations, and taking our messages 
directly to government. 

Drawing on my experience in the conservation sector, I 
have sought to make a meaningful contribution to 
/!Cb9/Ωǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ 
supported the initiatives of both Angelika and Mindi 
Tonak in advancing our fundraising strategy. 

My approach to the role of President has been to get 
behind and support staff to lead on projects, process 
and campaigns, providing feedback and advice where I 
can. Since joining CAFNEC in August last year, Josh 
Coates has led an excellent marine campaign and built 
up the fantastic Marine Response Team.  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ /!Cb9/Ωǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǊŜƭƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
diligence of Marie Short who not only keeps the 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ pulse in-check but makes sure the 
Management Committee are kept in line! 

Over the last 12 months, when many organisations have had to reduce the number of staff, CAFNEC has 
remained strong. With four paid employees, a burgeoning network of volunteers, a management 
committee from diverse backgrounds, CAFNEC is in a unique position as we head into another 
Queensland election cycle. 

CAFNEC is well placed to lead and support a timely campaign empowering the many voices of our 
community to let both the current government and other political parties know that the current 
trajectory we are on is not okay. 

I look forward to seeing CAFNEC lead and collaborate on the public debate of regional issues, many of 
national and international significance, holding government and industry to account. 
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5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ Report  2013-2014      Angelika Ziehrl 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǎǎŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ ¦ƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘ 

changes by the Queensland and Australian Governments to environmental protection legislation, to 

processes of development assessment and budgetary cuts to areas of conservation planning and 

compliance, have put our environment under full attack. Developments touted as bringing great 

economic benefits such as the Etheridge Integrated Agricultural Project, increased mining and 

exploration approvals including for Coal Seam Gas and large scale port developments along the Great 

Barrier Reef coastline are set to threaten the long-term viability of regional businesses and communities.  

This includes the prawn fishing industry in the Gulf of Carpentaria, tourism operators and health and 

cultural values associated with clean water. This is without even considering the direct effects on 

threatened and other species in their own right, ecosystem resilience to natural and other events and 

the importance of retaining biodiversity for the health and well-being of our human populations.  

The CAFNEC team has been working hard to facilitate community involvement, coordinate volunteers 

and keep members informed and encouraged to resist the push for short-term profit and unsustainable 

development, at the expense of the environment. In my time with CAFNEC from January this year, I have 

seen many dedicated volunteers come through the door and get involved with a range of campaigns 

through community groups, CAFNEC, or other organisations that CAFNEC liaises with. This has included 

the following. 

¶ The dedicated work of the Sustainability Club formed through James Cook University students, 

across a number of campaigns and fundraising efforts including marine conservation, 

sustainable urban development and much more.  

¶ Marine Response Team members working behind the scenes on research, media and strategies, 

as well as organising events under the guidance of our Marine Programs Coordinator. 

¶ Far North Wilderness Bike Tour volunteers providing a great deal of their time to organise the 

ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊκhŎǘƻōŜǊ όŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлмо 

bike tour!). 

¶ Individuals seeking to make a difference and providing their time on research and awareness 

raising on, for example, dangers of Coal Seam Gas mining; the importance of protecting 

nationally threatened species; and the lack of rationale behind large scale land clearing for 

questionable economic return. 

¶ People involved with community groups such as Aquis Aware; Save Our Flying Foxes; and much 

more.  

¶ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ŜƴǘǊȅΤ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳƛƴƎΤ /!Cb9/Ωǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ a¸h.Τ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 

Ecotone magazine. 

¶ Individuals putting their time forward for graphic design, advising on fundraising and more. 

¶ Our volunteer Management Committee members working together to provide the important 

functions of management/governance and setting the strategic direction of the organisation. 
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Staff and Programs 

Marine program 

Josh Coates started with CAFNEC in August 2013 and since that time has developed a strong marine 

campaign particularly on the immediate threats of port expansion along the Great Barrier Reef coast. 

The campaign has also encompassed work on other key marine issues such as the intent to review 

marine parks and fisheries management. Josh has consistently liaised with other key organisations and 

many regional stakeholders, including tourism operators. Further, he has built a strong volunteer Marine 

Response Team who dedicate a great deal of time and effort to marine conservation objectives. To read 

more, please see the Marine Programs section of this report. 

Sustainability program 

Mindi Tonak has been with CAFNEC for this full year and has been working hard on several fronts. In 

2013, she launched the FNQ Solar Hub to promote the uptake of solar power by the households and 

businesses of FNQ. This project was wound up in May, with maintenance of the hub still active.  

In late January Mindi commenced a targeted membership drive. This included developing a promotional 

and marketing plan; re-design of a range of engagement and outreach materials and approaches; and 

gaining member approval for and advertising a three month membership special for late 2014, to 

coincide with key events. To read more about these activities, please refer to the Sustainability Program 

report. 

Cape York 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Cape York Regional Planning process has been stalled. CAFNEC has been part of the Planning 

Committee since it was set up in 2012, to keep conservation of environmental and cultural values on the 

ŀƎŜƴŘŀΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ /ŀǇŜ ¸ƻǊƪ ŀǎ ΨƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

environment. The impacts of significant weakening of environmental protection laws and processes, 

together with large scale development proposals, directly threaten the high conservation, cultural and 

community values of the unique landscape of Cape York and the adjoining Great Barrier Reef. They also 

threaten the regional businesses and communities that rely on them.  

Kowanyama Wetlands, Cape York Peninsula ς photo by Kerry Trapnell 
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In response to stakeholder dissatisfaction across the board on the draft plan, Deputy Premier Jeff 

Seeney committed to slowing down the process for better and more inclusive consultation and that (at 

the time) wild ǊƛǾŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘέ ŦƻǊ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ !ǊŜŀǎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 

these commitments have not been acted on and CAFNEC, in liaison with the Australian Conservation 

Foundation and other organisations, will continue to fight against broad scale destruction of Cape York 

that will see devastating impacts including on the northern Reef areas.  

Community led campaigns 

CAFNEC has continued to work with and/or support community members and groups on a range of 

other issues such as urban development that threatens to impact on refuge habitats or other 

environmental values; plans to disrupt an important flying fox breeding and roost colony; and the now 

real threat of Coal Seam Gas mining in our region. There will be a need to increase campaigning on a 

number of these issues throughout the coming year.  

Office management  

Marie Short has put in yet another year of steadfast service to ensure that CAFNEC keeps functioning 

effectively, despite ongoing changes in staff, processes and procedures and environmental priorities. 

¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ /!Cb9/Ωǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

MYOB system. This benefits not only auditing processes, but enables Marie to provide accurate up-to-

date and varied reports on a range of financial factors and therefore our ability to better track day-to-

day or monthly program expenditures and incomes. Thank you Marie. 

Apart from this, her long term knowledge of the organisation is an important factor in retention of 

knowledge, procedures and historical decisions. Last but not least by any means, Marie retains 

important long term networks, with people dropping in every now and then to share their history or 

story of the region and/or with CAFNEC.  

Outreach, networking and representation 

Mindi, Angelika and Josh, and Anna before her departure in January, have engaged with and 

represented CAFNEC through various forums including: 

¶ James Cook University, school excursions and in-school classes as guest speakers; 

¶ meetings with state and federal ministers, opposition ministers and local councillors; 

¶ liaison with various community groups and other conservation groups and organisations; and 

¶ specific campaign groups and networks. 

CAFNEC also plays a more formal conservation sector representative role on various groups and 

committees. This includes, but is not limited to, on the Ministerial Roundtable meetings; Cape York 

Regional Planning Committee; Cairns Regional Council Water Security Advisory Group; Conservation 

Sector Liaison Group (Wet Tropics Management Authority); Local Marine Advisory Committee; Cairns 

Port Dredging Technical Advisory Consultative Committee; Senate Inquiry into the management of the 

Great Barrier Reef; EDO NQ (Brynn Mathews); Friends of Cominos House (Michael Bryan) and Northern 

Gulf Regional Management Group as Conservation Director (Sarah Hoyal).  

Information on membership, fundraising and finances are addressed in further sections of this report.  
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The year ahead 

With our dedicated Management Committee, volunteers, members and staff we have a positive year 

ahead.  

¶ The marine campaign continues in strength and impact and we are positioning ourselves to run 

stronger campaigns on other local and regional issues such as on Coal Seam Gas and 

development in Cape York. 

¶ We have put the building blocks in place for increasing organisational capacity and a sound 

fundraising strategy will be further implemented throughout the year. This will require 

enthusiasm and input, especially for engagement and outreach activities.  

¶ One of our curǊŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ WŀƳŜǎ /ƻƻƪ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ Ƙŀǎ ǎŎƻǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ άǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǘƘ 

ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ /!Cb9/ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ Ƴŀȅ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎέΦ ²Ŝ 

will be seeking funding to implement a strategic approach to this.  

We will continue to work together to promote sustainable development, nature conservation and the 

benefits this brings for current and future generations.  

 

Sustainability Programs Coordinator  2013-14   Mindi Tonak 

 

FNQ Solar Hub Project 

 

In October 2013 we launched the FNQ Solar Hub with the aim of promoting the uptake of solar power 

by the households and businesses of FNQ and to direct people to participating solar providers.  The 

launch saw an attendance of more than 30 people, and five participating solar companies displaying 

products and information.  

 

To promote the program and inform and engage the public, 

we created a specific logo and a fact sheet, and we also 

launched the web portal for the FNQ Solar Hub.  Six solar 

companies signed on to participate in the program.  

 

When this program was first put together payback for the solar scheme was at 44 cents/kw. This 

dropped shortly after to 16 cents/kw and then to 8 cents. Despite this, the project still sought to: 

¶ encourage local residents to switch to solar energy by addressing current barriers to uptake 

(confusion, uncertainty about equipment, quality and longevity); 

¶ increase the number of photovoltaic systems on roofs in the region; and 

¶ ǘƻ ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭƛǎŜΩ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ƻƴ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ 

 

The FNQ Solar Hub did achieve awareness and education on the use of renewable energy, as well as 

partnerships. However, the program was eventually concluded due to low uptake with relation to 

payback constraints. Current lack of support or commitment by governments for implementing 

renewable energy options also does not lend itself to continuing this program at this time.   
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CAFNEC Membership Drive and Fundraising 

 

At the beginning of the year, the need for CAFNEC to increase its organisational capacity and do so in 

context of the current environmental and economic climate was identified.   

Declining membership noted as early as 2012, recent loss of Australian Government funding for not-for-

profit environment, sustainability and heritage organisations and a range of other factors pose a threat 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ [ƻǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻōōȅƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ 

the organisation both politically and with potential sponsors and large donors and therefore also the 

capacity to influence and deal with the wide range of current serious environmental threats. 

 

Following the  review of several past documents on membership and fundraising and incorporating 

further advice, the CAFNEC Director together with the Sustainability Programs Coordinator wrote and 

presented a number of papers to the Management Committee in the following months for 

consideration regarding fundraising and membership which included; 

¶ Membership Drive ς for consideration by the Management Committee (MC) March 2014 

¶ Membership Drive plan 2012-2013 

¶ CoordinatorΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ Ǉƭŀƴ нлмоκнлмп 

 

In regards to membership, the MC considered a range of options suggested by staff.  A decision was 

made to support the option of running price specials for annual membership ($10/individual or 

$15/family) on an occasional basis. The Sustainability Programs Coordinator then organised for a Special 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ άǘƻ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ /!Cb9/Ωǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦŜŜǎ ǘƻ Ϸмл ŦƻǊ 

ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ϸмр ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ о ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ нлмпέΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ motion was 

unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

The CAFNEC Membership Special was successfully launched on June 17th, 2014 in order to align with the 

Sustainable Living Expo and other large community events.  The first two weeks brought in a record 32 

new members (including family memberships) and 20 membership renewals.  Interest was high and 

there was confidence that our membership numbers would continue to increase throughout the drive.   
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The Coordinator established a marketing and promotional plan for the membership special that 

included: 

 

¶ tǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀƭƭǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ [ƛǾƛƴƎ 9ȄǇƻΣ н Ȅ ¢ŀƴƪǎΣ н Ȅ wǳǎǘȅΩǎ 

markets, 2 x Cairns Central, 1 x Holloways Beach markets, JCU Sustainability Symposium, Reef 

Rally, Carnival on Collins, and Gimuy Fish Festival 

¶ Social media presence on the CAFNEC website, CAFNEC Facebook page, Far North Wilderness 

Bike Tour Facebook page, and FNQ Solar Hub Facebook page 

¶ Promotion through flyers hung throughout the Cairns CBD and mail-drops throughout the 

northern beaches 

¶ Promotion through media coverage in the Cairns Sun, Connect Magazine, and Regional 

Development Australia newsletter 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ  ¢ŀǎƪǎ 

undertaken to increase the membership and fundraising efforts included: 

 

¶ Created new membership kit (stationary, reusable bag, 

welcome letter, staff/MC list, CAFNEC sticker) 

¶ Created benefit structure for membership options 

¶ Created CAFNEC promotional materials (stickers, new 

flyers and posters, additional signage for information 

stalls) 

¶ Revised membership forms, membership appeal letters 

and tax appeal letters 

¶ Revised and collated information stall materials for 

membership promotion (blue board signage and 

posters) 

¶ Created and distributed advertisement flyers for membership special 

¶ Started developing a CAFNEC prospectus to use to seek potential major donors  

¶ Held a General Meeting for membership special motion 

¶ Launched Membership Special from June 17 ς September 17, 2014 

¶ Advertised membership special through a variety of media including: Cairns Sun, Connect 

aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ W/¦ ŀƴŘ ¢!C9 ŎŀƳǇǳǎΩΣ ŦƭȅŜǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 

Cairns CBD, and mailbox drop throughout the Northern beaches 

¶ Met with fundraising professionals who generously shared their time and knowledge to help 

guide CAFNEC in diversifying our fundraising efforts 

 

Future plans are in the works to discover new avenues for fundraising which include increasing our 

efforts to drive the monthly donor program EcoStar, research potential major donor opportunities, 

outreach to former financial members, seek and submit large grants, and approach key foundations and 

trustees.  With these key steps in place, the Sustainability Programs Coordinator is confident CAFNEC 

can increase both membership and much needed funds. 
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Marine Programs Coordinator  2013-14    Josh Coates 

 

The 2013-14 financial year saw the appointment of Josh Coates as Marine Programs Coordinator. 

! ǾŜǊȅ ōǳǎȅ ȅŜŀǊ ǎŀǿ /!Cb9/Ωǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ of the Great Barrier Reef and 

engaging in a range of issues in relation to our marine environment. 

 

The campaign to prevent new capital dredging for the expansion of Cairns Port took centre stage during 

this period. CAFNEC has mounted a sustained campaign of research, awareness raising, lobbying, 

engagement in process and advocacy regarding this proposal. This has involved countless meetings with 

Government, Ports North, community, scientists and other experts as well as a range of awareness 

raising, educational and community orientated engagement activities.  

 

Key activities for the Marine Program included: 

 

Formation of the CAFNEC Marine Response Team volunteer group: From humble beginnings this group 

has evolved to be an effective force for marine conservation in FNQ. Boasting a broad range of ages and 

talents this team has provided a much needed boost to CAFNEC campaigning capacity and generated 

large amounts of community interest and engagement.  

 

Port Douglas Save The Reef Rally: CAFNEC 

supported the organisation of this event and 

the Marine Programs Coordinator was one of 

the keynote speakers. 

 

The Save The Reef ς Protect Our Inlet 

community rally: Overseen by our awesome 

CAFNEC Marine Response Team this was the 

largest environmental action held for the year 

in FNQ and featured Bob Irwin and a range of 

speakers, music and a march through town. 

 

What is the future of the Great Barrier Reef community survey: Conducted by CAFNEC Marine 

response team volunteers and with the support of community member Caroline this survey gauged 

community views on a range of issues. The survey garnered significant media interest and is an 

important lobbying and awareness raising tool. 

 

Senate Committee Inquiry into the management of the Great Barrier Reef: The CAFNEC Marine 

Programs Coordinator gave evidence to the inquiry highlighting issues including the impacts of the 

ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ /ŀƛǊƴǎ tƻǊǘ ŘǊŜŘƎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŜŦ bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ /ƻƻƪǘƻǿƴ 

from emerging impacts and the need to improve broader reef management. 

 

Marine Parks: In light of the announced review of commonwealth marine parks management plans the 

CAFNEC marine program maintained liaison with relevant stakeholders and is a key part of the broader 

environmental campaigning team on this important issue. 
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UNESCO World Heritage Committee: CAFNEC supported and engaged in countering Government 

ƭƻōōȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΩ ƻŦ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ 

concerns and requirements put forward to the Australian and Queensland governments to protect the 

Reef. 

 

Stakeholder engagement and community participation: The CAFNEC marine program has undertaken 

major community and stakeholder engagement via avenues including membership of the Local Marine 

Advisory Committee, stalls at community events, speaking engagements with community groups e.g. 

JCU Sustainability Group, Politics in the Pub, talks to school groups, dozens of meetings with concerned 

citizens, community activists, scientists and presence to support community at Government consultation 

meetings. The marine program has hosted two intern positions who have ably contributed to the marine 

program as well as many volunteer positions. 

 

Wongai coal mine proposal: Research, engagement and other work regarding the proposal to mine coal 

and ship it through the GBR and the waters adjoining Princess Charlotte Bay. 

 

Fisheries: CAFNEC continues to support fisheries reform in FNQ including the protection of key spawning 

aggregations, regionalisation of fisheries management, protecting endangered species from fisheries 

impacts and reducing bycatch impacts. CAFNEC advocates for a larger role for GBRMPA in fisheries 

management and a reduction in the slaughter of GBR sharks in commercial fisheries and via the Qld 

ΨǎƘŀǊƪ ŎǳƭƭΩ Řrum line and shark netting program. 

 

Input into government process: The CAFNEC marine program provided detailed input into the Great 

Barrier Reef Strategic assessment, the North East Shipping Management Plan, and the Queensland Ports 

Management Strategy. The marine program continues to contribute to work on the broad swathe of 

negative legislative and policy reform that is threatening our environment. 

 

Strategic partnerships and eNGOliason: The Marine Programs Coordinator has maintained strategic 

partnerships with a number of organisations with shared values and goals or strategic significance. 

Activities have included representing CAFNEC at number of meetings of the broader Qld environment 

movement including weekend workshops and meetings in Brisbane including the Ministerial 

Roundtable. A number of meetings with Indigenous people and representatives of community groups 

have maintained or built relationships. 

 

Financial Partnership: the CAFNEC marine program negotiated with AMCS financial support for the 

program coordinator position. 

 

Media profile: The CAFNEC marine program achieved a large amount of coverage in print, TV, radio and 

online media. We estimate over 100 interviews, articles and other free media stories over the course of 

the year. Highlights included full page coverage of the CAFNEC Marine Response Team in the Cairns Post 

and regular articles on CAFNEC marine priorities, great TV coverage of our events and other stories and 

even the publishing of an article written by the Marine Programs Coordinator in Fishing World 

magazine! 
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Support for other CAFNEC work: The marine program provided limited strategic support for other 

CAFNEC priorities such as AQUIS, Bats, Climate Change and the plastic bags campaign. The Marine 

Programs Coordinator donated time to set up the Wilderness Bike Tour website and has actively 

engaged where appropriate in membership and fundraising. 

 

Support for broader GBR anti-industrialisation campaign: CAFNEC has provided (and received) 

considerable support for campaigns to prevent industrialisation of the Queensland coastline such as 

providing local support for the campaign to prevent dumping of dredge spoil from Abbot Point. 

Note that activities such as the Cairns Port Dredging Community Forum and the Reef Hour events are 

not covered in this report as they fall outside of the relevant financial year. 

 

On a personal note I would like to express my sorrow at the recent passing of Paris Chadburn, member 

of the CAFNEC Marine Response Team. Many of us will remember her inspiring speech at the Cairns 

rally. At that time her 13 year old voice rang out strongly for reef protection and to stop new dredging, 

she will not be forgotten. 

 

As Marine Programs Coordinator I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the Staff, Management 

Committee, Volunteers, Members and the broader environmental movement of FNQ for extending such 

a warm welcome to me and helping me to learn what is what and who is who in the FNQ marine zoo! 

 

 

 

 

 


